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leaving ior Ddaado for ideas about how an Anglo- 
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Q. Did you fire with Oswald? 

A. Right; I was in ihe same line It was a pretty big joke, because 

he got a lot of “Maggie’s drawers” [a red flag indicating ihe shot had 
miswi the target], you know, a lot of misses, but he didn't give a dam. 

Q. Missed the target completely? 

A- He just qualified, that’s it. He wasn’t as enthusiastic as the rest of 
us. We ail loved — liked, you know, going to the range. 

\ Th e key clement in this account is that Oswald w^ n^cxiyni^stic 
— he didn't give tT danT. He scored just one pomTabove the score 
Necessary to qualify. As a raw recruit he had done better. And accord- 
ing to a report in Time, his Marine rifle-score book showed him 
“making 4B and 49 points out of a possible 50 in rapid fire at 200 yards 
from a sitting position, without a scope." 

In the spring of 1959 Oswald struck up an acquaintance with Kerry 
Thomley, another young radar operator, who would be so impressed 
by Oswald that he would write a novel a bout him after his defection. 

As in the case of Delgado, OswaJdl^ameTntercstcd in Thomley after 
Thomley seemed to agree with some of his ideas — beginning with an 
admiration for the new Cuban leader. They met at a bull session 
during which Oswald learned that Thomley, too, was an atheist. 

“What do you think of communism?" Oswald asked him. When p <, j P 
Thomley replied he didn’t think much of it, Oswald told him, “Well, / ^ f \ 

I think the best religion is communism." At first Thomley felt that | f j ^ 

Oswald was merely playing to the crowd, but he later decided that * J 

Oswald sincerely believed “communism was the best system in the / > 

world." 4JllLou^Jwnoticedsome gapsjn L ee's knowled ge, Thomley K v j> Jf 1 
considerSTiim to be^'extremeJy intelligent,” and was'SuTprisedyon / P* 
learning after the assassination that Oswald had never finished high 1 
school. He thought the news media underestimated Oswald's under- 
standing of Marxism: 

I certainly think he understood much more than many people in the 
press have seemed to feci. I don’t think he was a man who waa grasping 
onto his particular beliefs . . . trying to know something over his head. I 
by any means. 1 
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